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1 Ep. St. Jour. wp Ul Verſe 15 and 16. 


Dove not the Por: "Oy her the Things that 6 are 
in the World; if any Man love the World, 


the Love of 2 Father is not in him : For 


all that is in 1. e W orld, the Luſt of ; the 
Fleſh, and the Luft of the Eyes, and the 


Pride of Life, is not of the Father but is 


f rhe 2105 Wo. 


jt: trary 


7 E have in the text two contrary principles of 
action; one of them ſo deſcribed and deter- 
mined as to prevent any miſtakes in both, 
and, if we rightly conſider them, we muſt 
be convinced that the one will as certainly betray us 
to miſery as the other muſt. infallibly conduct us to hap- 
pineſs. For the one is that Love of the Father which 
diſpoſes us to obey the will, and purſue the deſign 3 
a Being of infinite goodneſs, and unerring wiſdom; and 
the other is that indulgence to our own vain imagina- | 
tion, and blind appetites, which makes us rebel againſt 
his laws, and act againſt our own reaſon. Theſe con- 


trary principles are in the langt aß * ue, the Spirit 
and the Flgſo, the law in our Members and the law in 
our Minds, or, in the words of. Y Xt, the Love of the 
Father and the Love of the M. orld. It cettainly behoves us 
to conſider carefully what theſe nciples really are. And 
as ALL that is in the world 1 is indy deſcribed by the 
Apoſtle, all that is inconſiſtent with he-Love of the Fa- 
ther, we may conclude that the love of thoſe things 
which do not cone within the Apoſtle's s deſcription, and 
which are ſo far from being u dent with, that they 
are greatly promoted by the love of God, cannot be 


that Love of the World forbidden in the text; For if A LL. 


that is in the World, is the Luft of the Fleſh, and the 
Luft ff. the Eyes, and the Pride of L ife, the love of 
God may well conſiſt with every juſt and generous af- 
: fection. 1 mention this becauſe the love of the Father 
| hath: been indiſcreetly repreſented as incompatible with 
every other love, even the love of his Children. But it 
is the Luſt of the fleſh, and not even a proper Love 
= of ourſelves, that i is 1 to be inconſiſtent with the 
Love of God. For ſelf-love is at leaſt a juſt affection, 
and what God hath given for the preſervation of his 
children. But the Luft of the Fleſh is rebellion againſt 
God, as it makes us act as merely ſenſual, when we 
; are moreover rational Beings; makes us break in upon 
God 8 order, and degrade ourſelves from our own rank, 


in the creation, and by ſubjeRing © our underſtanding to 
our 


oe appetites, | Has us Wert the abr of the facul- 
ties of our own minds, 


BD t. to be tender even of our 
bodies is agreeable to our f ature, and not repugnant to 


our religion. No Man eve bated bis own Fleſh, faith the 
Apoſtle, and the chfiſtian religion 1s far from condemn- 


ing ſelf-love, ſince it ꝙ ake 25 the rule and the meaſure 
of our loving our neighbour But no ſober man could 
ever think a reaſonable! ire inconſiſtent with his 
duty. But then to be reaſonable, it muſt not be partial, 
it muſt pay a due regard to the whole of our nature, 
and extend its views through the whole of our exiſtence. 
If the body is not below its notice, the mind demands 
its principal attention; and, if it is not to neglect things 


temporal, it muſt make us hook, i, e. fix its views on thoſe 


Things. that are eternal. But the Luft of the Fleſh blinds 
men to all things ſpiritual and future, ahd then as the 
wiſe man repreſents them, they are continually crying 
out, Come on let us enjoy the good Things that are preſent ; 


let us fill ourſelves. with. coftly Wine and Ointment, and let 
no Flower of the Spring paſs by us; let none of us go 
without bis Part of V oluptuouſneſs, fir this is our Por- 
| tion, and our Lot is this. How far theſe are the ſenti- 
ments, and this the language of the preſent times is a me- 
lancholy and an alarming conſideration. Pleaſure or vo- 
: luptuouſneſs is certainly the Idol of the age, to which 
5 men are daily, nay hourly, performing the moſt ſump- 
5 tuous ſervices, in the moſt end temples, to which 


5 | 


trary principles are in the langyag t F re the Spirit 
and the Fleſb, the law in our Members and the law in 
our Minds, or, in the words of t' Xext, the Love of the 
Father and the Love of the M. orld It cettainly behoves us 
to conſider carefully what theſe nciples really are. And 
as ALL that is in the world 1 is ſtinctly deſcribed by the 
Apoſtle, all that is inconſiſtent. with t e Love of the Fa- 


"hehe we 0; conclude that the love of thoſe things 


which are » i "wu An 8 infunitent with, that they 
are greatly promoted by the love of God, cannot be 
that Love of the World forbidden in the text; For if A : 7 


that is in the World, is the Luſt of the Fleſh, and the 
Luſt of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life, the love of 

God may well conſiſt with every juſt and generous af. 
8 fection. 1 mention this becauſe the love of the Father 
[5 hath been indiſcreetly repreſented as incompatible with 
EE every other love, even the love of his Children. But it 
is the Luft of the fleſh, and not even a proper Love 

of ourſelves, that | is ec to be inconſiſtent with the 
Love of Cod. For ſelf- love is at leaſt a juſt affection, 
and what God hath given for the preſervation of his 
children. But the Luft of the Fleſh is rebellion againſt E 
God, as it makes us act as merely ſenſual, when we 5 
are moreover rational Beings; makes us break in upon 
5 God 8 order, and degrade ourſelves from our own rank, 


in the creation, and by ſubjecting our underſtanding to 
our 


bur appetites, it makes 1 us „ the order of the facul- 
ties of our own minds. By at, to be tender even of our 
bodies is agreeable to our r Hature, and not repugnant to 


our religion. No Man ever; bated his own Fleſh, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, and the chriſtian religion is far from condemn- 
ing ſelf-love, ſince it ages t the rule and the meaſure 
of our loving our neighbours, But no ſober man could 
ever think a reaſonable ſelf-love inconſiſtent with his 
duty. But then to be reaſonable, it muſt not be partial, 
it muſt pay a due regard to the whole of our nature, 

and extend its views through the whole of our exiſtence. 
: If the body is not below its notice, the mind demands 
its principal attention; and, if it is not to neglect things . 


temporal, it muſt make us hok, 7, e. fix its views on thoſe 


Things that are eternal, But the Luſt of the Fleſh blinds 
men to all things ſpiritual and future, ahd then as the 
wiſe man repreſents them, they are continually crying 
out, Come on let us enjoy the good Things that are pręſent; 
let us fill ourſelves with coſtly Wine and Ointment, and let 
10 Flower of the Spring paſs by us; tet none of us go. 
without bis Part of V. oluptuouſneſs, fer this is our Por- 
tion, and our Lot 15 this. How far theſe are the ſenti- 
ments, and this the language of the preſent times is a me- 
lancholy and an alarming conſideration. Pleaſure or vo- 
luptuouſneſs is certainly the Idol of the age, to which 
men are daily, nay hourly, performing the moſt ſump- 
tuous ſervices, in the moſt ſplendid temples, to which 


* | 


' flame themſelves under the 
K worſhip is like that of the 
Hah | eat, and 70 drink, and 


they ſacrifice in Groves, a 
green Tree. And their wh 
idolaters c of wa; 2 1 fit dow 
votion to dar idol, they * them Men Singers and Wo- 
. nen fingers, and mufical Ini ments of all Sorts, and lift 
up the Voice with Foy, tho the enemy be at the gate; 

and deny themſelves no expencs in any luxurious gra- 
tification how much ſoever Famine may prevail in the 
City, and how little Bread ſever there may be for the 
People of the Land. By habituating themſelves to plea- 
ſures below the dignity of their nature, they loſe the 


| enjoyments of reaſon, and the feelings of humanity ; ; of 


"hole. joys the good man felt when the Ble ing of him 


that 20 ready 70 eriſh came. upon. him, and be made 
tho W dre 5 Heart 2 ng for Foy. Theſe are delights 
which approve themſelves to our higher and our better 
part, while pleaſure is only agreeable. to our ſenſual and 
4 lower nature. So that amidſt even the higheſt enjoy- 
ments of ſenſe we muſt always be diſſatisfied; for the 
: mind muſt feel that the nobleſt of her powers are un- 
exerciſed, and be ſenſible that inſtead. of ſeeking hap- 0 
: pineſs in ſuch purſuits, ſhe is only endeavouring to flee. 
from pain ; z and fear it will ſoon overtake her, and in- 
creaſe the puniſhment, upon the conviction that the has 
been only adding to time * and going more and | 
| more 
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more out of the, paths of p WI The Laß of the Bu 
then by continually warring againſt the Spirit, is inconſiſ- 
tent with the love of gur katine ſelves ; for when the en- 
joyments of ſenſe are followed by the condemnation of 
reaſon; even in Laughter the Heart muſt be forrowful, 


and the End of ſuch Mirth muſt be Heavineſi. And theſe 


pleaſures are no more ſuited” to the immortal, than to 
the ſpiritual nature of the ſoul, for the World paſſeth 
away, and the Luft [RY But be that doth the Will of 
God abideth for ever; he that improveth himſelf in 
knowledge and S himſelf in religion and virtue, 
his Jeu will be as i as his l. 


= luſt of the fleſh then is inconſiſtent with a wiſs 
, {felf-love, and it is as inconſiſtent with the love of the 


| Father, and of his ſon Feſus Cbriſt. It i is deſtructive both 
of morality and religion, for we can no more ſerve God 
and Belial, than God and Mammon, and What Concord 
hath Chriſt with Belial 5 


The 3 of the luſt of the fleſh over its 8 
captives, is thus given by the Apaſtle. They walk in the 

Vanity ¶ their Minds, having the Under/tanding darkened. 

Being alienated from the Life of God, through the 1g- 
norance that is in them, through the Blindneſs of their 
1 Hearts — J being paſt feeling, they. giue themſelves over 
1. Laſeivioujn, 10 work all. Uncleaneſe With. Greedingſs. | 
© But 


But TY Us, at preſent, * 51 
effects of ſuch a lust after Phe kaſi 


it brings upon n the community... And as it enervates the 
bodies, and enfeebles the min 6 of men, it muſt ren- 
der them alike unfit to exert: hz 4 2 er. either: So that 
all buſineſs, however importadit, will be avoided; as an | 
intolerable burthen, and even the moſt neceſſary means of 
ſelf-defence declined, as an inſufferable toil ; and rather 
than forego their gratifications, ſuch a People, will facrifice 
every obligation and affection to the Luft of the Fleſh, even 
the love of their own families, the love of their friends, 


8 of their yy and of their God. 


15 The Apoſtle tells us, ar in | the latter Days, peri- 
: lous Times ſhall come, becauſe Men ſhall be Lovers of Plea- : 
fare more than Lovers of God. And, when we ſee theſe 
b hings, among ourſelves, have we not reaſon to believe, 
that the completion of this prophecy is 5 af Han even : 
| at the Door 7 


80 much for n firſt Mins of that Love of # "0 
World, which is inconſiſtent with the love of the F ather, 
wy luſt of the fleſh, N 
The next is the , fa the Ep and this is not the 
defire of that which is neger and convenient for us, 
40 ; for 


_ for this is the off of votre, Midget by the voice 
of God. We are com . aded to pray for daily Bread, 
and induſtry to procute it, is a duty of our religion. 
St. Faul ſays, f ai Man will not work, neither ſhall he 
eat; and that he thaf\provides not for. his own, eſpecially 
thoſe * bis own Hoof. * * than an — 


It is not | therefore thi F KM of the e nor 
| | exen. of the comforts N life, that is the Luft of the 
Eyes, but the deſire of that abundance, that ſuperfluity | 
of riches, of which Solomon aſks, What Good is there to 
the Owners thereef, ſaving the beholding of them with their 
| Eyes? None can have more from the greateſt riches than 
. the neceſſaries and conveniencies of life. The wiſe ex- 
1 pect no more, and the covetous will not allow themſelves 
ſo much, ſo that their only pleaſure 18 the bebolding of them 
5 with their Eyes : nevertheleſs, they make gold their Idol, 7 

and, though | like other Idols, it profiteth not the worſhip- 
pers, yet they ſay to Gold, thou art my . and to Je | 
Gold, thou « art my Confidence Sd we 


The luſt of the. n is NT aefice 65 acquiring 


5 1 poſſeſſing merely, and this prompts men 70 join Houſe 
to Houſe, and lay Field to Field, till there be no Place, 
that they may be placed alone in the Midlt of the Earth. 
This cannot but be inconſiſtent with the love of the Fa- 


A ther. 


ther, which diſpoſes us to "= ; 2 5 FP of his Ch. 
dren, whereas this makes ut | to. confine all, that we 

think good, to ourſelves. Th Father openelhb bis Hand 
and flleth all Wings living with Plenteoufneſs.. But the luſt 
of the eyes maketh @ Man withald*Good even from him to 
whom it 11 due, when it is in n the Power of bis Hand to 2 
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If this Luft of the Eyes ſhould ever preyail fo 
: much among us as to make men profeſs their diſregard 
of every thing, in which they do not ſee their own imme- 
diate intereſt concerned, we ſhould then ſee another of the 
Apoſtle's reaſons, V. by perilbus Times ſpould come in the lar- 
ter Days, becauſe. Men "RY be, in ſo Ou” a en 
N ors of agb e e's uns 


: This! is pape 1 Luft of the Eyes. For as to thoſe 

5 ohh are as rapacious of wealth, as they are profuſe in 
ſquandering it, their ruling paſſion, their criminal love of 
the world, is not the Luft of the Byes, but either The Luft 
of the Fleſh, or the Pride of Life. And this is the laſt par- 
ticular mentioned by the Apoſtle, of that love of the 
world, which is inconſiſtent with the love of the Father. 


The Pride of Life, is not the deſire of raiſing our- 
ſelves to the true greathih of our nature, the deſi ire of ex- i 


celling, 


7 


celling, the lows? "of b fuſt = nor a TY ambition. 
For we are commanded Jo go on unto perfection, and are 
tau ght whatſoever Thi ngs are honeſt, lovely, and of good Re- 
port, F there be any Praiſe, fo think on theſe Things. We 
are to be ſtill advancing ourſelves toward the fulneſi of the 
Stature of Chriſt. And he himſelf hath taught us what 


is true greatneſs, and encouraged us to purſue it by his 
own example. 


TW bile will be great among you, 22 Fa your - Mini- 
" hoe and whoſoever will be chiefeſt of you, ſhall be Servant 
of all; for even the Son of Man came not to be miniſtered 
unto, but fo miniſter, and to give bis _ a Reyes for 
Le 


True greatneſs conſiſtyin being as ſerviceable as poſſi- 
: ble to mankind, and diſdaining no office by which 
we can benefit our fellow creatures. + cannot there- ö 
fore be the deſire of this true greatneſs, that is in- 
conſiſtent with the love of the father, but the Pride "oe 
Life, that, i is a fondneſs for vain worldly diſtinctions, ſuch 
as Titles, Badges, Dreſs, Equipages, which are ſo far from 
inclining men to that humility and benevolence, which 
conſtitute the very eſſence of true greatneſs, that they 
are too apt to make men lift up the eyes, and contract 
the heart; to look on all thoſe that are not thus diſtin- 
oF guiſhed, 


. — . 


4 S ** 


guiſhed, as almoſt of ler « tells; Ind ſcarce entitled 
to their regard. But the love of the common Father of 
the whole race of mankind will never ſuffer us to make 
' theſe things the meaſures of our humanity, nor of our 


charity. We ſhould rather fay, with the Apoſtle. We 


Fare not make ourſelves of the Number, or compare our- 
ſelves with ſome who commend. themſelves ; ; but they mea- 
furing themſelves by themſelves, and comparing themſelves = 
amongſt themſelues, are not wiſe. But we will not boaſt 
of Things without our meaſure, but according to the mea- 
fore of the rule which God bath di ;feributed unto us, 4 

meaſure to. reach \ even you, and we . add unto all = 
Men. | 


3 bs. proud of heart, are thi vn of which 0 i 
lunon ſays. 2 bow: lo ofty are their Eyes, and their Eye- 5 
lids are lifted up | 7 As if they diſdained to look on the 
earth that bore them, though they have at leaſt the 
fame reaſon with the reſt of mankind to ſay to corrup- 
tion, thou art my Fatber, and to the Worm, thou art my 
Mother and my Sifter. But when thoſe whom God hath 
exalted, cloath themſelves with humility, it gives a ſplen- 
dour to their robes, and a luſtre to their diadems, when 
the love of the Father diſpoſes them to follow his ex- 
ample, Who though be be high above all Nations, and bis 


| Glory above the Heavens, "= bumbleth bimfe * fo Ne. 
r | "the 


ble hinge that rev. Nut Earth. He rojfch the Poor 
from the Duſt, and hifteth the Needy out of the Dunghill, ; 
that he may ſet bim with EEO even with the Princes 


e 6 A by k 


| When the High ad Holy One that inbabiteth 1 
thus humbleth himſelf, can a Man be proud ; Man that 
15.4 Worm, and the Son f Man that 1 11 4 Worm „ 


I have now given the A 6 of that oral diſeaſe 
' which alienates us from the life of God. And it is our 
5 buſineſs to examine ourſelves by theſe een, 5 


An we are not to deſpond, tho we may net find our- 5 


3 ſelves intirely abſtracted from things below, though we 
ſhould feel even the moſt tender affections for our families, 


0 friends, our country, or even for ourſelves. For all . 


ttheſe affections within their proper bounds are not only = 


cConſiſtent with, but greatly promoted by the love of the 


Father. David, a man whoſe ſoul was animated with the 55 
love of God, was as tenderly affected for his child, When 
ſick, as he was perfectly reſigned to the will of God, when 
he was dead. His love for his friend, and his lamentation 55 
over him, were. ſtill more remarkable, and his love for 
his country breaks forth in almoſt every Plalm. He is 
continually praying For the Peace of Jeruſalem, that all 
might profper 1 that leved ber, 6 that Faß might 192 within her 
. D Mall, 


ax” $ 
v 4% 


W W and Plenteouſueſs within Nr e And we find 
the moſt tender affections in the great pattern of chriſtian 
perfection. Jeſus wept, once when he ſympathized with 
his friends, and again when he felt for his country. He 
felt too for himſelf, when he ſaid, My Soul is exceeding 
forrowful even unto Death; and prayed, ſaying, O my Fa- 
tber, if it be poſſible let this Cup paſs from me ; but with 
the moſt pious and entire reſignation of himſelf to God. : 
en eſs not as T will, vor 45 thou wile 


Ik we therefore ET ourſelves by the teſt given us 
by the Apoſtle, we ſhall have no reaſon to be made melan- 


cholly (as ſome very pious perſons have been) if we find 


in ourſelves theſe affections. For not theſe, but The Lu/t 
of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, and Pride of Life, alone 
_ conſtitute that love of the world, that is inconſiſtent with 
the love of the Father. For theſe, ſaith the Apoſtle, are 
All that is in the World, when he faith, IF any Man ; 
1 love the World, the * Ll the ads is not in bim. ARES 


} 


But if we are ſo aber infected wick the love of the 


world, that as a people, luxury, avarice, and pride ob- 
ſtruct every national meaſure, and a ſpirit of intrigue, | 


: gaming, and vanity animate all our public diverſions, _ -- 


our domeſtic, for we cannot now call them Private amuſe- — 


ments, we have reaſon to fear the tokens are upon us, that 


the Plague is IS more than begun, and that it is high time For 
LAY 


us all to go into the n * the Lord, and malie an 
Attonement for the P eople, | 


11 the love of the rl hath taken ſach hold of us, that 
the love of the Father is not in us; irreligion is our diſeaſe, | 
and a revival of religion amongſt us muſt be our only cure, 

for it is that alone which can make us temperate in all our 

enjoyments, moderate i in all our defires, and humble in all 

our thoughts. Humility will make each of us ſee and be- 
wail his own ſhare in the national guilt, and not ſay, 7 thank —} 

God I am not as other Men are, Unjuſt, Extortioners, but will | 
© make each of us feel and lament, that which every one 5 

bath himſelf added to the load, and deprecate God's ven- 
geance from himſelf, and the nation, laying, Lord be mer- 
 Ciful to me a Sinner. Spare thy People, O Lord are them. 

But pride will make every one, however criminal, acquit 

himſelf, make the luxurious, the idle, and the vain, aſcribe 


r diſappointments, | and diſtreſſes to extortion, and 


 avarice only; and the covetous, and the rapacious will hs. 


5 loud 1 in their exclamations againſt vanity, and the extra- 


vagance of the age. Sedition and faction will pretend they | 


all fall upon us from the miſcarriages of our ſuperiors, who 5 


will with as much juſtice acquit themſelves, and aſcribe them 

— entirely to the profligacy of the people. But will it not 
be more ſuitable to the humiliation of this day, for each : 

: of us to ſay with the prophet ? The <obole Head ts fick, and 
the whole Heer! foi, from the Sole ef the Few, « even fo 


2 | be 


the Head, there is no en in it, but N a and 
 Brujfes and putriſying Sores, . 


0 wretched Men ; that we are Who ſhall deliver us 
from the Body of this Death! Let us be thankful, God thre 
Chriſt. If we revive in our hearts the love of the Father, 
He will revive the Spirit of the Contrite, He will revive 
the Heart of the Humble. And when we have reaſon to 
hope that the hand of the Lord is ſtretched out to protect | 

us, in the day of danger, and his arms open to receive us 

at the hour of death, we cannot want courage. When 
the Lord is our Light and Salvation, whom ſhall we fear + A 


: W. hen the Lord 175 the — of our L. 8 of whom Nall 
de be afraid! 2 


But what good ground of courage can they have WhO 
are without expectations of God's protection in their lives, 
and have no hopes 1 in their deaths ? And if men live witli- = 
out Godin the World, facrificing to their Idols, to their plea- 
ſure, their avarice, or their vanity, even that very ſmall | 
portion of time, ſet apart to keep up an intercourſe be- 
tween man and his maker, to Bear his laws, and manifeſt a 
ſenſe of their own dependance, we may ſay with the Pſal- 
miſt, If the wicked boaſteth of his HEART*s DESIRE, and 
 Jpeaketh good of the COVETOUS whom Cod abborreth, and 
thr ough the PRIDE of bis Countenance will not ſeek after 
Gd; that dhe ie Almighty Pandeth ofar 7 and bideth bis Fave 


"(ag ) 


1 10 the Tim of T rouble. But ir we draw ed fo Ood be 
will draw nigh to us. He e will Arengthen the weak Hands, 
and confirm the feeble Knags. He will ſay to them that are 


of a feeble Heart. Be frong fear not, your God will come, 
even n God with a OY be will come and ſave Jon. 


4 


If the whole nation ſhould this hs begin to lay a . 


dation for an effectual reformation, in a deep ſenſe of their 


1 tranſgreſſions, we might hope that the Lord would accept 
The Sacrifice of a broken Spirit, that be would in his god, 


: Pleaſure do | goed unto Zion, and —_ the Wall: of Jeruſa- 


We are aſſured that God, upon A proper humiliation of . 


a bs and his people, Repented of the Evil be fai d be 
| ww do unto them, and that be did it not. Fo 


May our r Faſt be as acceptable to the ſhane mira God. 


may he long continue to us the mild and gracious govern- „ 


ment, of the FATHER OF HIS. PEOPLE; and con- 
tinue to him the affections of his ſubjects. And to leflen 
the cares, and encreaſe the glory of his government, may 

all in authority under him, in his councils, his fleets, and 
his armies, be Able Men, ſuch as fear God, hating Covet- | 
ouſneſs. And may the Spirit of the Lord reſt both upon him 

and them, The Spirit of W iſdom, and Underſtanding, the 
Spirit of _ and Might, the Spirit of ST, and 
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the Fear of the Lord. 7 bat they may judge with Nita 
val, , and reprove with Equity, and by their wiſdom and 
courage, maintain the rights, and advance the welfare of 
the nation. And may a ſpirit of 7; emperance, Contentment 
and Humility, diſpoſe every one of us to every duty of re- 
ligion and loyalty, and ſo recommend us to God's mercy 


here, 55 to _ happinek hereafter. 


